Geomorphology of Lime Kiln Park: The Evolution of Menomonee Falls.

The broadest definition of geomorphology is "the study of the evolution and configuration of landforms".  My talk will be on the geology of Lime Kiln Park and how it's presence has influenced the development of Menomonee Falls.  This park is a distinctive part of the communities past, present, and future.  The presence of flowing water cutting through shallow bedrock exposures is a rare feature in southeastern Wisconsin, where the geologic landscape is primarily dominated by glacial material from the last ice age.   If you also include the remains of former lime kiln structures and their proximity to an urban area, Lime Kiln Park becomes even more unique and special.   The initial commerce and trade in the Village of Menomonee Falls was focused around this park, and the Village continues to evolve and develop around this special landform.  The presence of this landform was noted as early as 1836, when this area of Wisconsin was initially surveyed by the federal government.  The surveyor describes a 40 foot drop in elevation along this section of the Menomonee River and is actually denoted as a "Falls" in the original plat map.    

The significance of this 'geologic jewel' was recognized by some of the earliest European settlers in this area.  They realized that cheap water energy (Lepper Dam - grist mill) and an easily accessible natural resource (limestone - lime production) was present along this stretch of the Menomonee River.  Many other areas along the Milwaukee and Menomonee Rivers were also being utilized in this fashion, in the early 1800's.  However, most of these sites have been removed from the landscape and their history of how they influenced the growth of a community has been forgotten.  The interpretive signs placed throughout the park provide a walking history lesson.  Walking through Lime Kiln Park is a history lesson in the heart of Menomonee Falls... not only about the early history of the Village, but also the geologic history that is present in the exposed bedrock.
